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since the day that ho had rescued
Morieiii from her pitiful life within its
cruel coiillnes. No longer did tho giant
tree spread Its branches above the
woothn rampart, but ordinary man
Made defenses were scarce considered
obstacles by Korak.

Loosening the rope at his waist, ho
tossed the noose over one of the sharp-- ,

ened posts that composed the palisade.
A moment later hU eyes were ahoe
the level of the obstacles, taking In all
within their range beyond. There was
no one In sight close by, and Korak
drew himself to the top and dropped
lightly to tho ground within the In-

closuro,
Then ho commenced his stealthy

search of the village. First toward the

Artib tents ho made his way, snlflllnj?
and listening, lie passed behind them,
searching for some sign of Merlcm.
Not oven the wild Arab curs heard his
passage, so silently ho went a shallow
passing through shadows.

Naked but for his leopard skin and
hi3 loin cloth, Korak tin? Killer slunk
Into tho shadows at the back of the
tent, where his keen scent told him
Merlcm was. Ills sharp knife slit a
six foot opening In the tent wall, and
Korak, tall and mighty, sprang
through upon the astonished visions of
the Inmates.

Merlcm saw ami recognized him the
Instant that ho entered the apartment.
Her heart leaped In pride and Joy at
the sight of the noble llgure for which
It had hungered so long.

"Korak!" she cried.
"Merlcm!" Ho uttered the single

word as he hurled himself upon the
inmates of the tent. Three negresses
leaped from their sleeping mats,
screaming. Meiiem tried to prevent
them from escaping, but before sho
could succeed the terrified blacks had
darted through the huh? in the tent
wall made by Korak's knife .and were
gone screaming through the village.

Korak turnctl toward Merloni, and
at the same moment a bloody and
disheveled apparition leaped into the
apartment.

"Morlson!" cried tho girl.
For It was Fayncs, who, despite his

wounds, had made his way to the
sheik's village.

Korak turned and looked at the new-

comer. He had been about to take
Merlcm In his arms forgetful of all
that might have transpired since last
he had seen her. Then tho coming
of the young Kngllshman recalled the
Fcene ho had witnessed in tie? little
clearing, and a wae of misery swept
over the ape man.

Already from without came the
sounds of the alarm that the tiireo

Slowly, laboriously, he read the yel-

lowed cutting. Ills eyes were no long-
er wide. Instead, they narrowed to
two silts of cunning. When he had
done ho looked at the girl.

"You have read this?" he asked.
"I have not had the opportunity,"

she replied.
A wonderful Men had sprung to Ab-

dul Kaniak's mind. It was an idea
that might bo furthered If the girl
were Kept In Ignorance of the contents
of that newspaper cutting. It would
certainly be doomed should sho learn
Its contents.

"Merloni," he whispered, "never un-

til today have my eyes behold you,
yet at once they told my heart that It
must ever be your servant. You do
not Know me, but I ask that you trust
me. I can help you. You hate the
sheik. So do I. Let me take you
away from him. Come with me and
we will go back to the great desert
where my lather Is a sheik mightier
than is yours. Will you come?"

Merlcm ."at In silence. She hated to
wound the only one who hail offered
her protection and friendship, but she
did not want Abdul Kamak'n love. De-

ceived by her silence, the man seized
her and strained her to him, but Mer-

lcm struggled to free herself.
"I do not love you!" she cried. "Oh,

please do not make mo hate you ! You
are the only one who has shown kind-
ness toward me, ami I want to like
you, but I cannot love you!"

Abdul Kamak drew himself to his
full height.

"You will learn to lovo me," ho paid,
"for I shall take you, whether you will
or no. You hate the sheik, and ho you
will not tell Mm, for if you do I will
tell him of the picture. I hato the
sheik, and "

"You hate the sheik?" came a grim
voice from behind them.

Hoth turned to set? the sheik himself
standing a few paces from them. Ab-

dul still hehl the picture In his hand.
Now ho thrust it within his hurnooso.

"Yes," he said, "I hate tho sheik."
And as ho spoke he sprang toward the
older man, felled him with blow and
dashed on across the village to the
line where his horse was picketed, sad-

dled and ready, for Abdul Kumak had
been about to ride forth fo hunt when
ho had seen the stranger girl nlono Ly
the bushes.

Leaping into the saddle, Abdul Ka-

mak dashed for the village gates. The
sheik, momentarily stunned by tho
blow that had felled him, now stag-
gered to his foot, shouting lustily to
his followers to stop tho escaping
Arab.

A dozen blacks leaped forward to In-

tercept the horseman, only to be rid-

den down or brushed aside by tho muz-

zle of Abdul Kaniak's long musket,
which hi? lashed from side, to side at wait
him as he spurred on toward the gate.

Hut here he must surely be Inter-

cepted. Already the two blacks sta-

tioned there were pushing the unwieldy
portals to. Up flew tho barrel of
the fugitive's weapon. With reins Hy-

ing loose and his horse at a mad gal-

lop, the son of the desert 11 red once,
ami one keeper of the gate dropped In
his tracks. An Instant later the other
had been ridden down.

With a wild whoop of exultation,
twirling his musket high above his
head and turning In his saddle to laugh
back Into the faces of hU pursuers,
Abdul Kamak dashed out of tho vil-

lage of the sheik and was swallowed
up by tho Jungle.
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Malhihn him Instantly ami lireil,
hut Uajiies tlid not tlimh or duck.
With painstakiir: care he aimed at tho
target upon the shore, away from
which he now was thlftim; with the
current. His linger closed upon the
trier. There was a Hash, a report,
and Malhihn's plant frame Jerked to
tho Impact of another hullet.

lint ho was not yet death Again he
filmed ami tired, the Millet splintering
tho puiiwale of the canoe close hy
I'.aynes' face, r.aynes lired apaln as
his canoe drifted further downstream,
and Malhihn answered from the shore,
where ho lay In a pool of 1A own
Moorf.

And thus, toL's,'edly, the two wounded
nu n continued to carry on their weird
hit I until the winding African river
had carried the Hon. Morlson Ihiynes
out of slpht around a wooded point.

Merlcm had traversed half the
hiiL'th of the village street when n
score of whlte-rohe- negroes ami half-oasto- s

leaped out upon her from tho
dark Interiors of the surrounding huts.
She tried to Hoc, hut heavy hands
seized her, and when she turned at last
to plead with them her eyes fell upon
the face of a tall, grim old man glaring
down upon her from tho folds of his
hurnooso.

At sight of him sho staggered hack
In shocked and terrified surprise. It
was the sheik !

Tho sheik ami his party had hoon
marching southward along tho river
when one of tin in, dropping out of
line to fetch water, hail seen Merloni
making for the village. The fellow had
called tho sheik's attention to tho
strange sight a white woman alone In
central Africa ami tho old Aral) had
hidden his men In tho deserted village
to capture her.

And when at last tho woman had
walked Into tho trap ho had set for
her and he had recognized her as tho
same little girl ho hud hrutalized and
maltreated years heforo his gratifica-
tion had heen huge. Now he lost no
time in tVtahllshlng tho o'.d relations
of father ami daughter that had ex-

isted hetw-ec- tlum In tho past.
A two days' march hrought them nt

last to tho familiar fecnos of hor
childhood, ami tho first face upon
width she Set her eyes as she was
driven through the gates into the
strong stockade was that of the tooth- -

less, hideous Mahunu, her one time
i nure. It was as though all tho years

that had Intervened were hut a dnum.
Had it not h n for her clothing and
the fact that she had grown in stature
sho might well have hellcved it 0.

Tor a time, tho Inhabitants of the
sheik's village who had not been upon
the march with him amused them-
selves by Inspecting tho strangely clad
white girl whom some of them had
known as a little child.

Among the Arabs who had come In
her absence was a tall young fellor
of twenty, a handsome, sinister look
ing youth, who stared at her In opeD
admiration until tho shell; came and
ordired him away, and Abdul Kamall
went, scowling.

At last, their curiosity satisfied, Me-lie-i-

was left alone. As of old, shr
was permitted tho freedom of tho vil-

lage, fur the stockade was high and
strong and tho only gates were well
guarded by day ami night. Hut, as of
old, she cared not for tho companion-
ship of tho cruel Arabs ami the

blacks who formed the follow-

ing of tho sheik, and so, as had been
her want In the fad days of her child-
hood, sho slunk down to an unfrequent-
ed corner of the Inclosuro where sho
had often played at housekeeping with
her beloved jeeka.

Merlcm pressed her hand above her
heart and stilled a sigh, and as she did
so she felt the hard outlines of the
photographs sho had hidden there as
she slunk from Malblhn's tent. Now
sho drew It forth and commenced to

it more carefully than sho
had had time to do before.

As sho sat gazing at tho picture she
suddenly became aware that she was
not alone; that some one was standing
(lose behind her, some one who had
approached her noiselessly. Guiltily
she thrust the picture back Into her
waist. A hand fell upon her shoulder.
She was sure that It was the sht;lk,
and she awaited In dumb terror the
blow that sho knew would Immediate-
ly follow.

No blow came, and sho looked up-

ward over her shoulder Into tho eyes
of Abdul Kamak, the young Arab.

"I saw," he said, "the picture that
you have Just hidden. It is you when
you were a child, a very young child.
May I see It again?"

Merloni drew away from him.
"I will give It back," he said. "I

have heard of you, and I know that
you have no love for the sheik, your
father. Neither have I. I will not
betray you. Let mo see tho picture."

She drew tho photograph from lbs

hiding place and handed It to Mm.
Ho turned tie; picture over, and as

his eyes fell up n the old newspaper
cuttles they vent wide. lie could
read French with dlfllculty, It Is true,
hut he could read It. Iio had heen to
Faris. He had yjcut six months there
on exhibition x It li a troop of hlj des-

ert fellows, .

(ContlniK ! from 1s t vrtk)
'I'lif white lii.-- immM. 'I Mini mot i n. '1

his ehun mildi furvarl once neue. It
Was tin- - lln ii. Mniiv.iii Paynes t!i(' s

the epiilte. Ills fare a:nl
li!iii(s were srviitrlnil nii'l Miiinrt'I
vlth tilled IiIo.mI from tin' wounds h

lml emne by In t li rn ami thie!;rt. Ills
elothes were tatters, lint thinuh the
Mood and the dirt :trul tlie ruus a mw
Paynes shone forth- - a haml-i'Mi- T

3 iay imvs than tin dandy and fp of
yoro.

As tho two forced ahead toward their
Pal they were Martled !y a volley of
Mnts ahead tf thoin. 'linn eaine a
few sniftering rtputs, miiuo savant
yells and silence.

Paynes was frantic In his endeavors
to ndvamv inoro rapidly, hut here tho
jungle seemed a thon-andl'o- ld n.on
tangled than heforo. A doyen times
ho tripped and ft 11. Twice the hlaek
followed a hllnd trail, and tiny were
forced to retrace their steps, i,ut at last
they raine ont Into a little elearln;;
near the Mi: all. a el.Mrin:.' that 'lie.-liat- l

hehl a thriving village, hut now-la-

tlevnlate In decay and ruin.
In the Jungle vegetation that over-

drew what had once l.een the main
village street lay the of a Mack
man, pierced through the heart with a
Millet and still warm. J'.aynes and his
companion looked ahmit in all direc-

tions, hut iio si'n of a llln heln
could they discover. They st 1 In si-

lence, llMt ulnu' Intently.
What was that? Voices and the dip

of paddles out upon the river?
Paynes ran across the dead illa:;e

toward the fringe of jungle upon the
rher's t rim. 'J lie Mack was at his
side. Together they forced their way
through the sereenln' foliage un il they
eoiild olttaln a view of the river, and
there, almost to the other shore, they
saw Malhihn's. canoes making rapidly
for camp.

The Mack ree onlcd his companion
Immediately.

"I low can wo cros?" a-- !; d r.anes.
The Mack shook his head. There

was no canoe, and the eroe. .diles math'
It equivalent to suicide to t utel' the
water in an attempt to swim across.

Just then the fellow chanced to
glance downward. Piemalh him,
wcdired anion? the Pram lies of a tree,
lay a canoe.

The ne-- ro grasped I'.aynes' arm and
pointed toward Ms find. The lion.
Mnrison could scarce ipres ;i shoul
of fMlltation. Quickly l!ie two slid
down the tlroi-p'.- hnuiehes into

Tie- - hhick svi.ed the padd'.e, and
Paynes .shoved them out from hciieath
the tree. A second later the canoe 'hot
out upon the hosoin of the liver and

toward the oppo-it- e shore ami
the camp of the Swede.

I'.aynes squatted in the how, strain- -

lllKviis ees after tllO lil' n pulling the
other canoes upon tie1 hank across
from him. lie siw Malhihn step from
the how of the foreino-- t of the little
tlal't. He aw him turn aiid ir'anee

,M7
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Malbihn Dropped His Rifle and Clutch-
ed Frantically at His Breast.

hark ncross the river. lie eoiihl see
his start of surprie as his eyes fell
upon the purMiin;: caime and called the
attention of his followers to It.

Now the canoe was within easy
frpeaklns distance of the shore.

"What do you want?" yelled Mal-

hihn, raising his weapon threutenlnuly.
"You, ham: you!" shouted I'.aynes,

whlppin;: out his revolver and firing al-

most simultaneously with tho Swede.
A tho two reports ram; out Malhihn

dropped his rifle, clutched frantically
at his hrcast, st altered, fell, lirt to
hlH knees and then luiiL'el upon his
face, r.aynes stilTttKil. Ills head llew
hack spasmotlically. Tor an Instant
)io stood thus and then crumpled very
p-ntl- Into the hottoin of the hoat.

Ilaynos turnctl weakly In the direc-
tion of the shore, to see Malhihn drawn
tip Upon his rlhows, leveling his riilo
at him. Tho Knirllshman slid t the
hottom of tho . as i hullet whlz-zet- l

uhovo him. MalMlm, sre hit, t..k
loiiK'T In almlnp, nor was his aim as
Miro ns formerly.

With diHieulty Ilaynes turnctl him-

self over on his Momaeh ami, prapln
Ids rovlvor In Ids rlht, haml, drew
himself up until ho could look over
thej-dg.-

. of tho canoe. ...
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Her Heart Leaped In Pride and Joy.
"Korakl" She Cried.

negresses had started. Men were run-

ning toward the tent. There was no
time to be lost.

"Quick!" cried Korak, turning
Haynos, who had scarce yet real-

ized whether ho was facing a friend
or foe. "Take hor to the palisade, fol-

lowing the rear of the tents. Here is
my rope. With It you Can scale the
wall and make jour escape."

"Hut you, Korak?" cried Meiiem.
' "I will remain," replied the ape num.
"I have business with the sheik."

Merlcm would have demurred, but
the Killer seized them both by the
shoulders and hustled them through
the slit wall and out Into the shadows
beyond.

"Now run for it," he admonished
ami turned to meet and hold those who
wvre pouring Into the tent from tlo
front.

The ape man foughUwell, fought as
ho had never fought before, but tin
odds were too great for victory, though
he won that which ho most craved
time for the Kngllshman to escape
with Merlcm. Then ho was over-
whelmed by numbers, and a few min-

utes later, bound and guarded, ho was
carried to tho sheik's tent.

The old man eyed him in silence for
a long time. He was trying to lix In
his own mind some form of torture
that would gratify his rage and hatred
toward this creature who twice had
been the means of his losing posses-
sion of Merloni.

And as he sat there looking upon
Korak the silence was broken by the
trumpeting of an elephant in the Jungle
beyond the palisade. A half smile
touched Korak's lips. Ho turned his
head a trillo In tho direction from
which the sound had come, and then
there broke from his lips a low, weird
call.

One of tho blacks guarding him
struck him across the mouth with the
haft of his spear, but none there knew
the significance of his cry.

In the jungle Tantor cocked hi? ears
ns the sound of Korak's voice fell upon
them. lie approached the palisade
and, lifting his trunk above It, sniffed.
Then he placed his head against the
wooden logs and pushed, but the pali-
sade was strong and pave only a little
to the pressure.

In the sheik's tejit the sheik rose at
last and, pointing toward the bound
captive, turned to one of his lieu-
tenants.

"Uurn him," he emmnanded, "at
once! The stake Is srt."

(Continued next week)

The Record" can do your Job Print-
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CHAPTERXVI.
Sometimes lolling upon" Tantor's

back, sometimes roaming the Jungle In
solitude, Korak made his way slowly
toward the west and south. Ho made
hut a few miles a day, for he had a
whole lifetime before him and no place
In particular to go. Fossibly he wout
Jiave moved more rapidly but for the
thought which continually haunted him
that each mile he traveled carried him
farther and farther away from Mer-

lcm no longer his Merlcm, as of yore,
it Is true, but still as dear to him as
ever.

Thus he came upon tho trail of the
sheik's band as it traveled down river
from the point where the sheik had
captured Merloni to Its own stockaded
village. Suddenly he came to the camp
of the renegade .Swede Malhihn, whose
black attendants lied In terror at sight
of Tnntor and Korak.

Malbihn lay In a hammock beneath
'a canopy before his tent. His wounds
.were painful, and he had lost much
blood. He was very weak. lie looked

'up In surprise as he hoard tho screams
of his men and saw them running to-- ,

ward the gate.
j And then from around the corner of
his tent loomed ft huge bulk, and Tan-;tor- ,

the great tusker, towered above
fhim.

Malhihn's boy, feeling neither affec-
tion nor loyalty for his master, broke

land ran at tho first glimpse of the
beast, and Malbihn was left alone and

'helpless. The elephant stopped a

couple of paces from the wounded
inan's hammock. Malbihn cowered.
Moaning. Ho was too weak to escape,
lie could only lie there with staring
eyes, gazing in horror Into the Mood
rimmed, angry little orbs fixed upon
him, and await his death.

Then, to his astonishment, n man
slid to the ground from the elephant's
back. Almost at once Malbihn recog-
nized the strange figure as that of the
creature who consorted with apes and
baboons the white warrior of tho Jun-

gle. Malbihn cowered still lower.
It was from Malblhn'.s dying lips

that Korak learned of the Swede's en-

counter with Fayncs und how Merlcm
was again In the camp of the sheik.
Korak lost no time In seeking her.

When speed was required Korak de-

pended upon no other muscles than his
own, and so It was that the moment
Tnntor had landed him safely upon
the same Kith? of the river as lay the
village of the sheik the ape man de-

serted his bulky comrade and took to
the trees In a rapid race toward the
south anil the spot where the Swede
luul told him Merlcm might he.

It was dark when ho came to the
palisade, strengthened considerably
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